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Henceforth Napoleon was in truth a second Charlemagne, a
veritable Emperor of the West; and just, as in an earlier
period, the French Republic had surrounded itself with
client Republics, so the new Charlemagne surrounded him-
self with dependent kingdoms. The Dukes of Bavaria and
Wiirttemberg were, as we have seen, advanced to kingly
rank ; Ferdinand of Naples was declared, by the same fiat,
to have forfeited his crown, which was assigned to Joseph
Bonaparte ; the Batavian Republic was transformed into
the kingdom of Holland for another brother, Louis (1806),
and a year later a kingdom of Westphalia (1807) was carved
out of North Germany at the expense of Prussia, Hanover,
Brunswick and Hesse for a third brother, Jerome.
Austerlitz had indeed avenged Trafalgar. It had done
more: it had hastened the end of William Pitt. The great
English statesman died on 23 January 1806. The historians
of the last generation, notably Lord Macaulay, were wont to
deride Pitt as an incompetent war minister. The juster
view is now beginning to prevail that Pitt did more than any
other single man, Nelson and Wellington hardly excepted,
to save England and to save Europe from the domination of
the Corsican adventurer. He died indeed at a moment of
gloom, so deep as hardly to be relieved by Nelson's great
victory, but his primary task was already implicitly accom-
plished. Napoleon had made himself master of the Con-
tinent, but that was only half his task. He had yet to face
the mistress of the sea. Austerlitz might dazzle contem-
poraries, but Napoleon's ultimate defeat, unless he was pre-
pared to abandon the dearest ambition of his heart, had
been already assured by the seamanship of Nelson and the
tenacity of Pitt.